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September 30, 1880

[New York City]

A long article appeared on Albertus C. Van Raalte on this date in The Christian
Intelligencer. Albertus was misspelled as Alburtus. The article does not indicate who
wrote the article which continued in the issue of October 15.
The first article covers VR's life in the Netherlands. There is a footnote that John H.
Karsten translated Dutch materials into English for the composition of the article. The
second article covers VR's life when he was experiencing persecution in the provinces of
Drenthe and Overijssel before he migrated to America.

Original in the archives of Hope College, the Joint Archives of Holland at Hope College.
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PriltAlaurtus Christian Van Raalte.*
rp0 the man whose name we write at the head of this
article, belongs an honorable place in this labor
(the formation of the Christian Reformed Church of the
Netherlands.)
He was, it is true, during the last years of his life a
citizen of the United States of America, which he called
his second "Fatherland," and continued to labor there
in the Lord's vineyard; but, between the churches
which he there served and the Christian Reformed
Church in the Netherlands, exists a close fraternal bond.
And he was moreover one of the fathers of the Separation. In his history we obtain a just knowledge of the
Established Church, as it manifested itself at that time.
We discover, in the experiences of the clergymen De
Cock, Scholte, Brummelkamp, Van Velzin and Meerburg, how the rulers in the Church dealt with ordained
ministers who had the courage to obey God rather than
man. In the history of Van Raalte, it is seen what exertions were made to close the pulpit against those who
confessed and lived the doctrines of the truth. He
passed through the great battles carried on for more
than forty years against those who confessed the Lord.
He was more than once cast into prison. He contributed
powerfully to the extension of the kingdom of God in
the Netherlands, and, not less than his friends, he
counted all things but as dung for the excellency of the
knowledge of Christ Jesus.
Who does not remember the veteran as in 1866 (from
May till September), he appeared in different pulpits
preaching in his own peculiar way the gospel of the
Croat His native land saw him after that no more.
On the 9.h of November, 1876, he was relieved of his
post and entered into the rest that remaineth to the people of God. Blessed are the dead who thus die. They
rest from their labors, and their works do follow them.
In the year 1832, A. C. Van Raalte began his theological studies in the University of Leyden. Ho soon became acquainted with the student Brummelkamp and
by him was introduced into the well-known circle of
friends (Scholie, Brummelkamp, Meerburg, etc., who
formed a circle of pious students in the University, and
were the objects of derision and hatred by students and
professors.) Here Van Raalte felt at home. His father,
minister at Fynaart, had pointed him to Christ from the
days of Ms youth, and offered him up perseveringly at
the throne of grace. He was indeed a child of prayer.
But in his youth he did not seek Christ. He was as gay
as other lads, and studied diligently indeed, but only to
please his father, whom he loved fervently. The ministerial office had nothing inviting for him; he desired a
field of labor more congenial to his taste at that time.
God,hosvever,had chosen him for the pulpit. The prayers of his grey father were heard, That terrible
scourge, the cholera, with which God visited the Netherlands in 1832,01 ected a crisis in his life. He saw how,
in the twinkling of an eye, the strongest were cast down
and swept from the ranks of the living; and the question arose with intensest earnestness in his mind,
"What must I do to be saved?"
We pass by his struggles, and remark only that he
found what he was seeking—peace by the blood of the
Cross. Henceforth he felt a desire to preach the gospel, which formerly appeared to him the least congenial
of occupations. It became his prayerful endeavor to
achieve that high aim. He desired to proclaim the faith
that justifies. Souls had become precious to him; he
longed for nothing more than to spend his life in
preaching. In this manner some years passed. His
friends were already ordained to the ministry and declared the Word of God in spite of all opposition and
oppression.
His father had already entered into his eternal rest.
How Van Amalie got on at Leyden we leave to the judgment of our readers. He was formerly a member of the
student's club-house, and was honored by all. After his
conversion he became the despised; nick-names, such as
slow-coach, Da Coatis; etc., were heaped upon him.
Happily there was in Leyden a household in which he
found a home. It was the family of De Moen, minister at
Doesburg and treasurer of the Theological School at
Kampen. There he could breathe more freely; there he
could speak from heart to heart, and there he found love
and comfort.
The time of his examination (May, 1835,) drew near.
Fall of courage, he appeared before the assembly which
was to inquire into his qualifications. Rev. Van Kooken,
of Dordrecht, was president. Even as his frienda, who
had made good use of their talents and time, did Van
Raalte pass his examination triumphantly. But he belonged to that hated rect. The convention was well
•Tranaleted for the Intaugencer, by Rev. 6, GI. Kenton, from the
"miter: of the Chrletlen Reformed ?lung of the Netherlands."

aware that be feared God and regarded no man. No
objection could be made to his examination; yet they
did not desire to allow him a place in the Reformed
Church, and another method was therefore attempted.
The president declared in the name of the assembly,
that he was qualified and could be admitted; but he
asked: " Are you well aware to what you bind yourself?'
" Yea ;" he answered, "I have to sign nothing except
the Formula and Faith, and take the oath against
Simony."
"You must also bind yourself to the laws of the
Church," said the president- " Can you do that conscientiously I"
Of those laws Van Raalte knew as little adany other
student. He had indeed seen and somewhat examined,
in his father's library, piles of church laws, but to him
they were books without life and spirit. Church forms
and Church rule were to him largely dead ideas. He
therefore answered boldly: "I have as little knowledge
as any other student of that whole body of those laws;
but I am willing to subject myself to them, inasmuch as
they will surely contain nothing that militates against
the formulas of faith, and externals things are of minor
importance. I desire, however, to reserve the liberty to
protest or, in case my objections are not removed, to resign my ministry, should I find anything in existing
laws or in those which may hereafter be made in conflict
with the convictions of my faith. This is the natural
right of every man."
Then Rev. Pluigers of Leyden took the floor and
said: Conditional and indirect promises cannot be accepted. One must speak out squarely and according to
his real intentions. The question is, whether you agree
with the spirit and tendency of the present existing
Synod. In this connection you are to consider the true
spirit of Protestantism, rather than the systematic
parts."
''But," asked Van Raalte, " are the acts of the Synod,
then in conflict with the mutual bond of union?"
"Can you suppose," answered the president, " that
any ecclesiastical assembly has decided aught against
these formulas?"
"If this be true," said Van Rialto, "then lam ready
to sign, always reserving the natural right of every
man."
But this answer did not satisfy Rev. Pluigers, who
said: "Is it your intention, by thus dishonestly signing,
to force yourself into the Church like Rev. Schott; In
order as soon as you are in to disturb the Church from
circumference to centre, aa he did?"
"Net" answered Van Raalte, God is my witness
that it is my heartfelt desire and purpose to bring men
to faith in Jesus Christ, for 'am deeply impressed with
the conviction that this faith alone can bring man back
to God and is the only way of his salvation."
For some time they pursued the argument, that Van
Mahe should first have knowledge of the Church laws.
He however asserted, and justly, that it was a known
fact that no student at his examination had knowledge
of those, laws. Yet he had to, leave the room. Being
called in, the president announced in the name of the assembly that objection had been made to permitting Van
Malta to make the promise, inasmuch as he himself had
confessed his ignorance of the laws; but, should he desire it, he might afterwards come back to make the
promise, if after proper investigation he agreed with
them.
"Sire," said Van %alto thereupon, "If It be true, as
one of your members has declared, that with the existing chutch jadlcatories the Articles of Faith are accepted on the principle of se far as they agree with the Word
of God, and'not because of their so agreeing, then leannot and will not make the promise, and do not desite to
become a minister in your denomination."
"This question has not been discussed," said now
some of the members.
Van Raalte appealed to the expressions of Rev. Philgem, who though not using the same words had substantially expressed the same idea.
"That was only his personal inference," answered
the president, "and should not be considered as the
opinion of the meeting, so that no conclusion should be
drawn therefrom."
"Is it true," Van Raalte resumed, "what the president
said a while ago, that no church judicatory has passed
any resolution against the articles of faith?" Then lam
prepared at once to make the required promise."
"You must not act upon a saying of mine," said the
president.
"But I must believe you as a moderator," justly remarked Van Raalte. But again the answer was, "This
was only an individual remark, not that of the meeting."
The decision remained unchanged. Van RIBA° was
gent away not because of ignorance, nor of his opinions,

nor for anything personal to himself; but, before he
could be permitted to make the promise, be had to examine into the laws. In vain did he call the attention
of the members to the fact that from none of the students was such a knowledge of the laws ever required.
In vain he complained of the uncharitable manner in
which he had been treated. The meeting became angry, and remained immovable in its decision.
Aa if thunderstruck, Van Millie left the meeting. To
whom can he apply, and from whom Beek assistance?
He hastened to Prof. Clarisse, an academic friend of his
father to whose care and love he had been recommended,
and related to him all that had taken place. But the professor could better his case very little. Yet he did what
was in his power, and sent Van Ratan() with a letter to
the President of Synod, Donker Curtin& Hardly had
the latter read the letter before he curtly asked, "Are
you Van Raalte, a brother-in-law of Brummelkamp?"
Yes," was the answer. Thereupon followed a torrent
of abuse and reproaches. Van Millie, Van Velzen and
Brummelkamp were characterizad as evil disturbers of
the peace, who sought to turn the Church upside down
and labored to destroy what old and wise men had built
tip with the greatest care. " Preach what you like," he
concluded, "but permit us to preach too what we like,
and obey the laws. To prevent all further disturbance,
it will be best to admit you in the usual way."
With this verbal message was Van Matte Bent to the
Secretary of the Provincial Symfd, Rev. &natter. There
the meeting was no less violent. Without giving an answer to the message, the secretary denounced violently
the doctrines confessed by Van Raalte during his examination. He utterly ignored the atonement and regeneration, and when Van Raalte defended these doctrines,
up rose Rev. Bluyter, pushed him towards the door and,
putting him out upon the street, said: "You shall not
sign; we will take care that you do not disturb the
church; the demand of the Synod remains unchanged!"
Imagine how anrprised Van Raalte looked at such a
reception by these gentlemen. He knew that the clergymen Van Velzen and Brummelkamp, even as himself,
had greatly desired to continue to labor in the Reformed
Church. The enmity against the doctrine of the Bible
caused him less surprise. Formerly he had had some
experience of this. Some of the Professors of Leyden
bad endeavored to shut him out from his examination
for licensure because of his opinions, and Prof. Kist had
asked him on that occasion: " Tell me, Van Raalte,
where do you get such wonderful opinions? You do not
learn them from us; do you take lessons with Le Fi)vre?"
After Van Rialto had answered that he had been instructed by no man, but that his knowledge of his sins
had led him to a prayerful examination of the Scriptures, from which he had by the Spirit of God learned
the truth of justification before God by faith in Jesus,
the conversation was broken off with a compassionate
smile.
V.
It being Van R talte's purpose to become a minister in
the Netherland Reformed Church, and having absolutely
no intention of seceding (being, on the contrary, somewhat prejudiced against the writings of De Cock), he
began diligently to study the laws and rules, since he
viewed this as the ladder by which he could enter the
pulpit, and those laws as the preventing obstructions.
But in those laws be found much which was in candid
with the truth of God, and which he would not be able
to subscribe. He labored prayerfully with all these
things. Moreover, he came into possession of a little
book by Dr. A. Capadoee, entitled, "Ernsag en biddend
word, ens.," (Earnest and Prayerful Word, etc.) This
opened his eyes yet more, and he became completely
convinced that the church government of that day was ..
anti-Reformed in principle, tendency and effect, in conma.,
filet with the honor of the great King and violating the 't
rights of the Church. To those Jaws be could not, and
might not subject himself. Under these circumstances
the month of August 1835 approached, in which the assembly was to hold another session for the examination
of candidates. Van Rune again made application, and
prayerfully presented himself.
"Now, air," asked the president, "have you examined the laws?"
ho answered, "but I cannot subscribe them
unconditionally, for I have found some which I could
not obey. I feel, therefore, compelled to make this
avowal to you."
"Then, of course, you cannot be admitted," said one
of the gentlemen.
Van Matte, however, desired to make a more explicit
statement, and said "There is, for instance, a law
which prohibits a man over thirty years of age from exercising the office of oateohetical instructor. I would
transgress that law immediately when a person over that
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Again Van Raalte informed the meeting that what was required of him, (viz,,
acquaintance with the church laws), had
never yet been demanded of a student;
In fact, that not a word had ever been
spoken on this point. He was interrupted,
and told that this had always been understood. Van Raalte was compelled to
leave the room. There he stood, qualified to act as pastor and teacher, but
thwarted in his lofty endeavors. He,
however, did not yet think of seceding.
Once in a while he preached, which as a
candidate he had a right to do. But his
calling was higher and nobler. A few
months after the above interview with
the assembly, he sent a paper to the
church judicatory, as follows:
liEVItItEND AND LEARNED SIRS: The
undersigned takes the liberty once more
to appear before your reverend body, in
order to induce you to reconsider the
treatment he has received by prohibition
from the ministerial office notwithstanding he j tatty claims it, since he believes
with sit his heart the doctrine of our
Church as based upon the Word of God.
He therefore can and will sign in good
faith the common Formulas of Faith, and
is prepared thereby to subject himself
to the Reformed Govern:neat and Reformed rules, so that there can be no reasons why admission to the ministry
should be denied him any longer. If
this, his just right, cannot be complied
with, he would request your Reverend
Body to grant him a testimonial that the
cause of his refusal is not ignorance,
Opinions or immoral conduct.
This paper was dated Oct. 3, 1835, and
was answered on the 7th. The Provincial Church judicatory of Sauth Holland
" found no grounds for changing its
course of action." Yet they gave him the
certificate (which they were not obliged
to do), that his refusal "was not based
upon hie unfitness, nor upon theological
opinions expressed at his examination; so
that he would have been admitted to the
ministry by a mej irity of votes, if no
reasons had existed why the signing of
the common declaration and promise
should not be submitted to him."

that Thou art,that Thou doest concern Thyself with us, and invite us,fallen men, in Jesus Christ to righteousness and eternal
life l" He stood amizsd,that orthodox ministers could associate so quietly and peaceably with ministerial brethren who fed
the Church with the :tanks of corrupted
reason instead of with the bread of life.
Gradually his attachment to the Reformed
Church relaxed. Preach he must-that
was his divine calling-but, at no price,
In a church where truth and error walked
fraternally hand in hand. How strongly
soever he had been at first against secession, It now became an easy step; and,
in Dec. 1885, he joined himself to those
few who were oppressed and persecuted
for the sake of the Word. He now
preached with j )3: the glad tidings in
barns and on" open fields. He published
"the Name above every name "in spite
of mockery and reviling!, in spite of an
inimical governMent, soldiers and bayonets. And when the seceder church at
Mastenbroek and Genemuiden had the
courage to call him as theirminister, he
appeared, in March 1830, at Amsterdam
in the first Synod of the Christian Reformed Church, was by them examined
and solemnly admitted into the ministry,
and the Sabbath following he assumed
the staff of dace, which at that time was
no easy thing to carry.
This he thoroughly experienced, and to
such an extent that at one time he said to
Rev. Brummelkamp, "When shall the
time be that we may walk again with
freedom on the streets of the city?" That
time he lived to see. God spared him,
and made his heart to rej lice. What he
suffered, under the terrible and bloody
struggles of the church, will be related
in succeeding pages.
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This answer made Van Raalte indignant. But, on the other hand, he thanked
God for it. Ho looked no more to men,
but only upon Him who had marked out
his way. Ria Word became more and
more precious to him. It became evident to him, that unity in the faith is
necess,ry to the existence of a church;
that .1.1e only purpose should be to confess, to live and to extend the faith, anti
and that rules and order must be subject and subservient to the faith. "0
God," he often prayed, "spare my life
that I may declare to my poor fellowsmon
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beat remedy ever 'told, and all who take It eat and
use better and become healthier and stronger.
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tarniburtus,..Christian Van Raalte.-2.
rEASECUTION /N DRENTHE AND OVERY3EL *
TN spite of the enmity of the world, in spite of perse.
:cuticle, oppression and revilings, the Churches of
9enemuiden and Mashenbroek called Domme Van
Mattlte to he their pastor, af ter he had leen ordained by
ithe'First Synod of the Christian Reformed Church. By
'acceptance, the task of Rev. De Cock was somewhat
:lightened': -Van Raalte viewed Overysel thenceforth as
:his field of labor. And it was no enviable task,
Hardly had he talon up his staff of office, before, by
the 'Governor's order, the military were quartered at
1 Genzemuiden for the purpose, as was pretended, of pre'serving the peace. Overysel, however, was distinguished
:from other provinces in that the military were domiciled
with seceders and non-seceders alike. For a consider.
able time, wherever he went, he was accompanied by
twelve dragoons, who had received orders to disperse
by violence every meeting of which he was the leader.
This was an agreeable task to the military, who per.
formed it with a zeal worthy of a better cause. They
were more than mere machines in the hands of the enimies of the Cross, and even went so far as to maltreat those
who in the early Sabbath morning were Bitting peacesbly
at their breakfast-tables. The single fact that Van
Raalte was present, though without uttering a single
word, gave them occasion to draw the sword. It was
consequently well nigh impossible for him to preach the
gospel, inasmuch as the dragoons followed him everywhere. And when the military were withdrawn for a
brief season, they were soon replaced by others, after he
had preached a few times; and he himself, in his small
house, had to entertain four of them.
How the Separatists were persecuted in Overysel may
appear from the following episode. It was Sunday, No.
wember 13:13. The believers at Ommen bad frequently
'desired the coming of a minister who might celebrate
:the Lord's death with them. That day their desire was
:satisfied. Rev. Van Rialto was their leader, and his
labor was blessed. Emnity did not tarry. Early in the
morning a number of lads gathered in front of the house
in which the religious services were held. In many in•
stances their parents had excited them thereto. But they
did nothing except to make a noise and utter abusive
language; the meeting ended without disturbance, and
the seceders returned to their homes. In the evening
there was hotter work. Men and women, armed with
sticks, posted themselves at the entrance. The most
violent threatenings, and the most horrible oaths were
heard; the doors were nearly beaten down, and death to
the minister sworn. But this time also was the service
finished without hindrance, and departing by a back
door, the brethren and sisters reached their own dwellings. The persecutors discovered too late that their
longed-for prey had escaped, and then their rage was
turned against the dwellings of the Separatists; stones
were taken from the streets and hurled against the roofs
and blinds. Twenty-five houses were, so to speak, bombarded, tiles, windows and doors smashed, and next day
Ommeo, otherwise so quiet and peaceful, showed a sorry
spectacle. The streets in front of the houses of the eeceders were strewn with stones and tiles. As by a miracle the people remained unhurt; Van Raalte also had
escaped the snares set for him, and the following morning he was at Heemse.
In this place, too, his labors wore blessed. Oa Monday morning a religious service was held, a few members
were received, and two children were baptized. On
Tuesday evening, another service before a small number
of people was to be held. But God's ways were otherwise. A few inhabitants of Heemae had leagued together to attack the preacher, and came in the
evening, armed with sticks and knives, in front of the
dwelling in which Van Raalte had passed the night and
part of the day. They were however disappointed, and
after many threats they departed with chagrin, for apprised of their conspiracy he had in the afternoon departed to Ane, near Gramabergen, where safe against
their rage he preached the same evening, and remained
over night.
The following morning Van Raalte might have been
seen at Gramsbergen, where after the sermon he celebrated the Lord's death with a small gathering, and
baptized a child. In the evening he preached in a barn
at Dedernsvaart. Then he retraced his steps to Ommen.
The enmity there experienced could not restrain him from
continuing his labors. He was to experience still more
of it. No sooner was his arrival known than seceders
to the number of seventeen visited him, longing for the
preaching of the word of life. But the enemies also
were apprised of his arrival. The justice of the peace,
whose duty it was to protect the citizens and to main.
• Trannlatedfrom.the Daten.by Rev. J.11. liareten.

tallied order, gave occasion for a terrible scene. Ily
his order the alarm was sounded, and the people who
two days before had shown how much they hated the
servant of God, came armed with pikes and sticks to injure and perhaps kill the unoff:nding minister. With
devilish rage, uttering the most violent imprecations,
they pressed into the house. Now was the enemy in
their power, now they would show what violence could
do. It appeared as though Van Rialto's last hour had
come. But He, who changed Paul from a wolf into a
lamb, proved that He remains the same, and turns the
hearts of men as rivers of water whithereoever He will.
Amid all the uproar and pressure which arose with the
breaking of windows, the smashing of roof-tiles and the
bombardment of doors (five houses of Seceders again being destroyed) amid the cries of women and the curslugs of the attacking parties, God touched the heart of
the justice of the peace, eo that he was changed from
an enemy into a friend. He who at first had sounded
the alarm,and had called the multitude to aid in reviling
the man of God, became suddenly a friend and a protector. He placed himself in front of Van &salt; as
though be wished to defend him with hie own life, exhorted the people to quietness, and with the greatest
difficulty succeeded in persuading the murmuring and
bragging assailants to return to their homes. Van
Realm was once more delivered, and could praise Him
without whose will not a hair falls from our head, and
whose providence does not forget even the lowly
sparrow.
The laat day of this tumultuous week, Van Raalte
was at Den Ham, celebrated there the holy communion
with ten persons, and baptized two children of the
church. Again the enemies surrounded the house, a tumult was imminent, imprecations and threatenings were
heard, and again the civil head of the place was the
leader of the multitude. "I suffer no disturbers of the
peace in my place," cried the burgomaster of Den Ham,
and he caused Van Raalte to be arrested, had him
brought to a tavern and placed a strict watch over him.
In that tavern, in front of which nearly the whole population had assembled, this man of God was at first the
object of mockery and derision, but his calm and dignified bearing soon disarmed the visitors who passed the
evening over their wine-glasses. They were pointed to
Him who offers wine and milk without money. And
though on many faces played a derisive smile, yet the
majority listened quietly and reverently to the word which
perhaps that evening they beard for the first time. In
this manner a few hours passed by. The burgomaster
had in the meantime called some men to arms, and with
these he entered the tavern. Amid the shoutings of the
enemy and the loud protestations of the pious, Van
Raalte was transported to °rumen between seven men
armed with pikes, and there placed in an inn and a
guard put over him till the justice of the peace should
arrive.
The people of Ommen, as we have seen, were special
ly embittered against the Seceders, and it required great
exertion to withhold them from storming into the tavern
and destroying the minister. Even when he was led
from the tavern to be cast into prison, they tried to
make him fall and to trample him underfoot. This et;
fort also miscarried and Van Butte was locked up in a
dungeon, together with another man accused of theft.
Here he had to pass the night. A. bundle of straw was
his couch, and bread and water his food and drink
The populace could not even then remain quiet. They
lingered for hours in front of the prison, and by throwing stones destroyed the window so that the minister
and his fellow-prisoner were exposed to the severe draft
of that raw NoYember night. The latter was greatly incensed at this, and blamed Van Raalte for his exposure
to the cold air during the night. He threatened to fight
the pastor. But Van Raalte remained calm and faithful
to his calling and duty; he spoke with the prisoner of
the things which are above, and prayed for him. A. few
minutes later a guard, hastily called together by the
justice of the peaee, was sent to watchsthe prison. The
ringleaders who had destroyed the dwellings of the
brethren were chosen for this duty. The night that followed was terrible for the servant of God.
"We will hang you, if you come again to Ommen,"
shouted one of the guard.
"No; we will put a bullet through his head," cried
another.
"I will run my pike through him," roared a third.
"You are"— but enough. Finally the day dawned,
and Van Ratite was led out of prison to be transported
on foot to Deventer, seven hours distant, between two
policemen and surrounded by men armed with pikes,
guns and pistols. There he was again Imprisoned.
He however stayed not long in that place. The officer
of justice probably perceived that the law had been
transgressed and released Van Raalte immediately, requesting him, however, not to preach again at Ommen.

This the servant of Christ could not and would not
promise, and a few days afterwards he was again at Ommen proclaiming the Gospel, glorying .in his God who
had permitted him to suffer revilings for His name's
sake. His enemies had not gained much. Van Raalte
continued to labor in the same zealous spirit, and the
church at Ommen increased through this oppression, for
in one day twenty-three were added to the church, who
chose rather to buff rr sf1 ction with the people of God
than to enjny the pleasures of sin for a SCRUM.
[The above specimen will give a vivid idea not only of
Dr. Van Rtalte's sufferings for the Gospel's sake,but of
what his coadjutors also experienced in their noble testimony for the truth as it is in Jesus. —ED. INTEL.]

THE HOUR OF PRAYER.
MOPICS FOR THE PRAYER-MEETING (Oct. 1723.)-Qeenching the Spirit. (1 These. 5:19.)
A Lesson in Gospel Addition. (2 Peter 1:5-9.)
Is it Vain to Serve God f (Paalm 73.)
The Lord Cares for His Disheartened Servant. (1
Kings 19: 1-8.)
Micaiah—Courage in Testimony. (1 Kings 22:6-29;
Acts 4:29-31.
The Grace of Giving. (2 Cor. 8:7-15: 9:6-9.)
Jacob's Prevailing Prayer. (Gen. 82: 26-30: Luke
18:1.)
Sometime,

Somewhere.

*IINANSWEILF3) yet? the prayer your lips have pleaded
irr agony of heart those many years ?
Does faith lioglipto fall; la hope departing,
And think yon all in vain those (Lining tears?
Say 1:01, the Pal her hath hot heard your prayer;
Tun shall have your desire suurnme. aDILLW/MIE I
UMITIOWCrell

yet? lbo' when you floe presented

this one petition at the Father's throne,

It neemed you euuld not wait the time of asking,
So urgent was your heart to make it known.
'rho' years have passed since then, do not despair;
Thu Lord will answer you sometime, somewhere.
Unanswered yet? nay, do not say uncranted,
Perhaps your part la not yet whody done.
The work began when first your prayer was uttered,
And God will finish what He han begun.
It you will keep the incense burning there,
Ma glory yr.n nail see, sometime, somewhere.
Unanswered yet? Faith cannot be unanswered,
Her feet wore firmly planted on the Rock;
Amid the wildest storms she stande undaunted,
Nor quails before the loudest thunder shock.
She known Omnipotence has heard her prayer,
And cries 'It shall be done," sometime, somewhere I

-.Browning.

THE BIBLE-PARTY.
Er me urge upon Christian households to hold so-

T4

cial Bible parties, as the world bolds social dancing-parties. Why should not a score of young Christian folks gather in a parlor, and each read and explain
a portion of Scripture, prepared for the occasion? Why
should not ice-cream taste as good, and music sound as
good, and greetings be as agreeable after that, as after
a silly gossip and a "dance" l—Howard Crosby.
Hmus-Riemerseis.—Holy Seripture.—Its Inspiration.
—2 Tim. 3:16, 17; 2 Pet. 1:20, 21; Rom. 15:4; 1 Cor.
10:11; Ephee. 6:17; 1 These 2:13.
Its Sufficiency.—Luke 16: Si; Dent. 4:2; Prov. 80;
5, 6; Rev. 22: 17-19.
Its Power.—John 15: 3; 17: 17; Eptiee. 5:26; Jar.
23:29; Hob. 4:12; Pa. 19:7-11.
Its Use, and our Duty towards it.—Neh. 8:8, and 9:
2,3; 2 Chron. 17:9; 1 Pet. 4:11; Acts 17:11, 12; 18:
28; 2 Cor. 2:17; Dent. 6:6,7, and 29:29; Col. 8:16;
Ps. 119: 1, 2, 9, 11; Josh 1:8; Ps. 1:2; 1 Pet. 2:1,2.
Our Need of Divine Light.—Ps. 119:18; Luke 24: 45;
John 6:03; 2 Cor. 3: 5, 6.
Ignorance of Scripture.—Matt. 22:29: John 5:38,
and 20:9; Isa. 8:20.
GOD GLORIFIED IN THE HOLINESS OF HIS CHURCH.—
Toy people also shall be all righteous.... that I may
be glorified." Isa. 60: 21.
"Trees of righteousness, the planting of the Lord,
that he might be glorified." Da. 41:8.
" Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much
fruit; so shall ye be my disciples." John 15:8.
"Filled with the fruits of righteousness, which are by
Jesus Christ, unto the glory and praise of God." Phil.
1:11.
"Having your conversation honest among the Gentiles; that,. . ;they may by your good works, which
they shall behold, glorify God." 1 Pet. 2:12.
"For I am the Lord your God: ye shall therefore
sanctify yourselves, and ye shall be holy; for I am
holy." Lev. 11:44.

